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NEWS FROM THE COMMITTEE 

 

From the Chairman 

 

wonder how many of us had sausages for breakfast the day after our last meeting!  I did, and they were 

delicious.  I hope you all enjoyed Tracey Mackness’s amazing story; it shows how a life that has gone 

wrong can be changed around, given enough determination. 

 

I mentioned last month that there are discussions going on about the governance of the U3A movement.  

You might be interested to know how Heybridge U3A fits into the current structure, and why there are 

things that we must, or cannot, do.   

 

The U3A movement is non-religious and non-political and has three main principles: 

 

• The third age principle (open to all in their third age) 

• The self-help learning principle (interest groups, no distinction between learners and teachers) 

• The mutual aid principle (no payments made to members for services rendered) 

 

Although each U3A is operationally independent it is a member of the Third Age Trust, which requires 

adherence to the guiding principles of the U3A movement, and has charitable status.   

 

The Trust is a national umbrella body (a registered charity and limited company) which represents all U3As 

in the UK at national and international level.  It is run by a National Executive Committee democratically 

elected from the membership and offers a range of services to support and advise local U3As.  The NEC 

consists of 4 Officer Trustees (Chairman, 2 Vice-Chairmen and Treasurer); 12 Regional Trustees; the 

immediate Past Chairman and up to 3 co-opted Trustees.  The CEO (now Sam Mauger) also attends.  

There are various committees (2 Education, Finance, Governance, International, IT, Research) and 

working groups (Third Age Matters and Sources, Deaf Awareness, Beacon).  The National Office handles 

Administration, Finance, Membership & IT, Resource Centre & Subject advice, Training & Development, 

Third Age Matters & Sources, Publicity & Marketing, Web site, and Event management.  There are also 

Regional Committees and Networks. 

 

Our East of England Regional Trustee is Jeff Carter.  Our own Joyce Woodham is currently Chairman of 

the Essex Association of U3As, which meets twice a year.  The four U3As in the Maldon area have an 

arrangement whereby our members can attend groups run by the other U3As if there is room, and some of 

the officers meet occasionally to compare notes. 

 

I hope this gives you some insight into how our tiny cog fits into the huge machinery of the U3A movement. 

 

Angela Pleasance Chairman E-mail chairman@heybridgeu3a.org.uk 
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From the Editor 

he design of the Heybridge U3A News Sheet, and the reports that it contains, continues as a full-page 

layout.  I would ask contributors to limit their photos to pictures of U3A generated activities and not 

copy pictures from Websites as, when published, this may be contrary to Copyright laws.  Information about 

the Committee Members and their reports can be found in the first few pages.  The back page shows the 

Diary for the months of October and November.  Please keep the Editor up to date with any interesting 

stories, relevant pictures or anything that relates to the Heybridge U3A, the Association of Essex U3As or 

the U3A movement as a whole.  Please send details to me by email with ‘Heybridge U3A’ as the subject. 

Contact Geoff Hadley, 01621 852494 or by Email editor@heybridgeu3a.org.uk  

 

 

From the Membership Secretary 

 

here were no new members in September, so our membership remains at 152.  New members are 

always welcome – if you know someone who would like to find out more about our U3A, please 

encourage them to attend a monthly meeting as a guest.  There is no need to book – just turn up and sign 

in.  

I will be standing down as Membership Secretary at the AGM in March after two terms (six years) in office.  

I am happy to talk to anyone who might be interested in taking over the role and to provide initial support.  

As the membership records are kept in spreadsheet form, some knowledge of Microsoft Excel or the ability 

to learn is essential. 

Jenny Parker E-mail membershipsecretary@heybridgeu3a.org.uk  

 

 

Interest Groups Coordinator 

us pass Group - The Committee have suggested that there may be interest in forming a group that 
could meet and go on a day out using local bus routes and your bus passes.  I do have some 

suggestions so please sign a sheet at the next main meeting and we can then see if anyone is prepared to 
coordinate the group if there are sufficient people willing to participate.  Maybe there could be one for 
Christmas shopping but maybe it could be arranged for the spring when the weather is better after the New 
Year. Please sign a sheet in the meeting room if you are interested. 

Coordinator of Groups Barbara Barbrook Tel: 01621 855605 or email c.barbrook@sky.com  

 
 

Programme for October- February 2017 
 

October   Paul Clancy, a magician, will be entertaining us with the illusion of magic and mystery. Not to be 

missed! 

November   Linda and Peter Wells  Living on a barge in France.  A talk with slides about their experiences 

December:  The Dengie Duo, who are Jon Greaves and Angela Gardner, will entertain us with songs from 

the fifties, sixties and seventies as well as traditional Christmas fare.  This afternoon promises to put us in 

the party mood. 

January   Lucy Allen, From Titanic to Harry Potter- the highs and lows of a stuntwomen's life 

February Charlie Haylock, The History of Spoken Accents (humorous) 

Jan Brownspeakersecretary@heybridgeu3a.org.uk  
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Technical Adviser Help required 

We are still seeking a Technical Adviser with some IT skills who would be able to 

a) look after our equipment, such as the laptop, projector and microphone, ensuring that they are set 

up as required for our monthly meetings  

b) advise the Committee on IT issues such as computer and website.  

If you are able to help, please contact angela.pleasance@hotmail.co.uk  

GROUP REPORTS 

Art (Painting) Group 

ow well refreshed after two holidays in quick succession, I expected to return to U3A Painting full of 

new ideas and inspiration. No such luck!  I fear the creative segment of my brain is still asleep 

somewhere in France, or maybe Scotland.  Never mind, one just has to plug on and put something down 

on paper, which I did, although I wasn't happy with the results.  Congratulations to my fellow group 

members who have been both inspired and invigorated by their summer holidays.  Any tips you can give 

me? Hopefully the mists and mellow fruitfulness of autumn will inspire us all. 

Gill Carpenter. 

For information about the group contact, Michael Kempen:  Email Michaelrkempen@gmail.comm  

 

Bird Watching Group 

he fourth Friday of September saw us travel up to the new EWT Visitors’ Centre at The Naze.  The 

weather was beautifully warm and sunny and all the birds were missing!!  Sightings for the day before 

listed about 15 different species.  We only saw about half a dozen.  Such is the life of a bird watcher.  That 

tiny speck high in the sky was a buzzard.  Swallows were still racing over the tree tops and a green 

woodpecker flew quickly across a clearing.  Down on the beach we spotted a rather sad sight – a Herring 

Gull going through his moult and looking very depressed  

 

 
 

Sad Gull     Dinosaur poo 

We might not have been able to study birds, but thanks to Pat Yates, we were able to study fossils on the 

beach.  She found lots of fossilised wood and, my favourite - fossilised dinosaur pooh!!!  This is called 

‘coprolite’ and could be up to 200 million years old.  It’s amazing to think that we were walking in the tracks 

of such ancient beasts”. 

Jill 

If you would like to know more about our group contact Maureen Lenoir E-mail symockturtle@yahoo.co.uk  
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Cards and Paper Crafts 

e were unable to meet last month due to some of us not being well.  

The next meetings are Wednesday 5th October at 2.30pm 

         Wednesday 2nd November at 2.30 p.m. 

Please contact Lesley for details. E-mail Lindawoonton@sky.com  

 

 

Creative Writing Group 

n September we heard about unexpected visitors, human and amphibious.  A variety of stories, factual 

and fictitious, kept us amused.  We also talked about how we can critique our own writing to ensure that 

the finished article is as polished as possible. 

 

We will meet again on Wednesday 26th October at 2:30, when we will be hearing about Family History. 

For details of this group contact Angela Pleasance angela.pleasance@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 

Croquet Group 

eptember has continued with good weather and not stopped us from playing.  During the first session 

Roger excelled with a ’hoop in one’ and an excellent ‘jump shot’.  The second session proved to be the 

turn of the girls as Jenny out played us all.  As the season has progressed I think it fair to say we have all 

improved both in play and tactics, although we still sometimes have ‘off days’.  We now draw to the end of 

the season in October, so if anyone would like to join us, we will hopefully start playing again next April/May 

time, please contact me.  We play on the first and third Thursday of each summer month; the aim is gentle 

exercise, good company and fun 

Anne Newson:     phone 01621 858807 or E-mail annenewson@uwclub.net 

 

 

Discussion Coffee Morning Group 

ur September meeting was hosted by Margaret Clark. As usual Margaret looked after us very well and 

we had some delicious savoury tasties which we enjoyed with our tea/coffee. 

We meet next at Lesley Pomphrett's house, at 1100am on Friday 21st October. 

Margaret Brown: Email mbandmeg@btinternet.com  

 

 

Family History Group 

he next meeting of the Family History group will be on Thursday 27th October in the Claydon Room, 

Plantation Hall Heybridge. 10.00 – 12.00. 

For more details please contact Liz Cawdell 07902 294741 E-mail ecawdell62@gmail.com 

 

 

W 
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French Group 

Conversation 
 

n September, we discussed the French controversy of the summer: should women have the right to wear 
a burkini on the beach?  This followed a ban imposed by two resorts on the Côte d’Azur following the 14th 

July attacks in Nice.  According to an article we read, while 63% of French polled supported the ban, 
reaction on the other side of the channel had been one of amusement.  The BBC apparently suggested 
that, as burkinis and diving suits look very similar, the French authorities will need to find ways of 
distinguishing between them,  The Guardian listed 5 reasons to wear a burkini (and not just to annoy the 
French!), one of which is to economise on sun tan cream.  An American journalist pointed out that it is not 
only Muslim women who choose to wear a burkini, recalling that Nigella Lawson had been pictured wearing 
one.  She suggested that women may feel more at ease when not having to expose their bodies, an 
argument many of us third age ladies might sympathise with! 
Notre prochaine rencontre sera mercredi le 12 Octobre à 10h00 chez moi. 
. 
 
 
Improvers 
 

olidays over, all but one of us met at Eddie’s house in September where we revised the use of the 

perfect tense to say where we had been and what we had done.  Our missing member was still in 

France, hopefully practising his French!   

Notre prochaine rencontre sera lundi  le 24 Octobre à 14h00 chez Val 

For further information about either French Group, please E-mail jennyparker14@hotmail.com 

 

 

Gardens Group 

ur last visit for this year was to Snares Hill Cottage, which we enjoyed very much. The owners were so 

friendly and informative, and the tea and cakes so good we didn’t want to leave! 

 

Snares Hill Cottage  Pat Yates 

I will let you know the date for the planning meeting later, which will be in March next year. Where has this 

summer gone? 

Pat 

Pat Yates on E-mail pat.yates@tesco.net  
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Italian Conversation Group 

his Italian Conversation Group meets twice a month, usually on the first and third Monday of the month, 

at 10 am at my house.  We are a small but friendly group of varied abilities who meet to practise 

speaking Italian.  We discuss many and varied subjects, including holidays, family triumphs and interesting 

items in the news, as well as occasionally revising points of grammar. 

There is no meeting on the 3rd October, but the other meetings will be as usual. 

Monday 17th October 

Monday 7th November  Monday 21st November 

Janice Slight    E-Mail janice.slight@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Local History Group 

gain, the weather was with us for our visit to Coggeshall.  Some of the group met in the morning for a 

guided walk to get an idea of the history of the village; Coggeshall has over 240 listed buildings!  After 

lunch we all met at the Grange Barn for a talk and viewing of this magnificent building, which dates from 

1230.  We then took the short walk to the beautiful Paycocke’s house and garden, where we enjoyed a talk 

and then tour of the property. Paycocke’s was built in 1509 for Thomas Paycocke, a wealthy clothier and 

wool merchant, who carried out his business there.  Both these places are in the care of the National Trust 

and staffed by very knowledgeable volunteers.  Luckily for us, Paycocke’s also offers excellent cake!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     In Paycocke’s Garden C. Greenhalgh 

Now that autumn is upon us, we are back inside for our 18th October meeting for a talk about ‘The great 

Essex earthquake’.  Numbers are limited so booking a place is essential for group members. 

Could all local history group members put on their thinking caps and let Carol have ideas and contact 

information for future meetings, by the beginning of November please.  Our planning meeting then takes 

place 15 November, and again numbers are limited. 

Carol Greenhalgh Email carol.georgesmeed@gmail.com  

 

Patchwork Group 

ur next meeting will be on 10th.October from 2.00 - 4.00 pm in the Linton Room at the West Maldon 

Community Centre.   

New members are welcome; please contact Anne Thorpe on E-mail anne.thorpe@btinternet.com  
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Petanque Group 

he Month of September has produced good weather , good attendance, excellent games and lots of 

after game "Ice Creams".  One week, when ten members attended, it turned out that all the men made 

up a game of six and four Ladies played their own game! 

 

Concentration at Petanque   Lynne Morrison 

We seem to attract several spectators and dogs, who stay and watch our games, must be our skill!  Of 

course, in the Purple U3A shirts that we wear, we do look smart!   Please feel free to join us, it’s always fun, 

and the company great.  Our final game this season is on Monday October 31st, when we will be playing in 

the morning at 10.30, to start at 11.am   It would be helpful if you know you are unable to make any 

Monday game, to e-mail, text or phone one of us.   Many Thanks. 

Dian Bayley E-mail dianbayley@aol.com    Moira Penhallow e-mail moirapen@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Photography Group 

ur meetings are always on the first Thursday of the month and this year, our September meeting fell 

on the first day.  It seemed to arrive suddenly but never-the-less we had a good attendance and there 

were many images for us to view and discuss.  The U3A projector has lost much of its’ original punch and 

we used my projector to see whether we could improve the picture quality.  There were two categories for 

our summer assignment, one involving the capture of moving objects, the other, pictures of any subject 

which caught the photographer’s eye.  Encouragingly, most photos were of moving objects, including 

vehicles, bikes, boats and birds with one image of a tractor presented in black and white.  Other members’ 

photos included holiday destinations, people, and gardens; there was one colourful holiday image of a tiled 

roof, taken on a phone! 

 

Honda Monkey Bikes  P.Thorpe 

Our meeting on October 6th will be special, because we have invited Steve Hedges to give us a talk on 

composition.  Steve is an enthusiastic, highly qualified, local professional photographer, well known for his 

extensive range of photographic courses.   He will be using some of his stunning prints to illustrate his 

subject.  I am certain it will be well attended and a meeting to remember. Whether you use a camera 

phone, a full frame SLR or just like looking at photographs, why not come and join us for afternoons of fun, 

friendship and learning - truly, the U3A way. Peter Thorpe E-mail thorpe101@btinternet.com  

T 
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Reading and Books Group 

his month’s book US by David Nicholls was not a massive hit but two of the group found it amusing and 

interesting whilst the remainder of us wondered why!!!?  It is a story of two people Douglas and Connie, 

a scientist and artist.  Married for more than 20 years, suddenly their marriage seems to be over.  Douglas 

is determined to win back the love of his wife and the respect of Albie their teenage son by organising a 

holiday of a lifetime.  He has booked the hotel and bought the train tickets, planned and printed the itinerary 

for a ‘grand tour ‘of the great art galleries of Europe.. What could possibly go wrong?  This to some was 

very funny to others not so, perhaps there was too much at stake. Possibly a novel about love, grief, joy, 

art, science, and the modern world was just a bit too much to take in at one time!!!!!? 

The next meeting takes place at Plantation Hall on October 19th at 2.15pm. 

Anyone wishing to join the group should contact Ann Lees on 01245225153 

 

Scrabble Group 

t was a surprise to find we had been moved back into the Meeting Room at the Plantation Hall when we 

arrived in September, but there's room for several tables to set up the Scrabble boards so not a problem.  

A pleasant afternoon was spent over two absorbing games and hopefully a few missing members will rejoin 

us in October.  If you would like to join us we meet at 2.00 pm on the fourth Tuesday of the month, except 

December Contact Linda Etherton for more information by E-mail: ethertonbikes@aol.com  

 

Technical Computing Group 

e only had three members this month due to holiday commitments by other members. Even so, we 

discussed various aspects of the new Windows 10 Update that has recently been released by 

Microsoft, and some things of which to be aware.  We then progressed to discuss various aspects of using 

the Internet in other parts of the world including New Zealand, which is of particular to one of our members. 

Our next meeting will be on 13th of October.  I would like to thank Pat and Ian for their hospitality. 

Proposed Computer Group 

y name is Colin Mason, I am COG of the Technical Computer Group and  I am attempting to re-start 

the Computer Group, which closed down some months ago.  If I receive interest from a few members 

I will start it again, not in Plantation Hall, but in the West Maldon Community Centre. If we are successful, I 

see the group being ‘self-help’, with myself giving guidance and advise when necessary. This will suit 

members that have, or are interested in computers, but are unsure of the facilities available with their 

computer, or how to use some of the features. The group would use Laptop computers, initially.  I will not 

include Tablet machines unless sufficient interest is forthcoming. It is not a problem if a member only has a 

‘Desktop’ machine, as I have two laptops available with Windows 7 installed that I would let members use 

at meetings. We could discuss the various operating systems, i.e. Windows XP, Vista, Windows 7, or 

especially Windows10 .I have five dates available in any month to meet, it would be from 2.00 pm to 

4.00pm in the Jubilee Lounge, they are:- 

2nd Tuesday  2nd Wednesday  3rd Wednesday  1st Friday  3rd Friday 

Based on eight members being interested, the monthly cost would be £2.50 for the two hours, (the cost of 

the hall is £17 alone), which would include tea / coffee etc .If you are interested please can you indicate 

which of the above dates are more convenient to yourself.  Whatever the majority decide that will be the 

date we will meet. I am trying to start the group in October if possible, please contact me if you are 

interested by any of the methods below. 

Email. colin@mason20.wanadoo.co.uk  Telephone Nos.  01621 854906 or Mobile 07974 3435871 
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Ten Pin Bowling 

here were 10 of us playing on Tuesday 13th September and we split between 3 lanes. It was a very hot 

day outside and, with the children back at school; we had the place to ourselves. 

After a slow start, Simon began his second game on a high, achieving 5 strikes and a “turkey”, 3 strikes in a 

row. This made him the highest scorer of the day with a total of 155. Chris had the highest lady’s score of 

the day with 125.  After all this we had our usual tea and biscuits and chat. 

Please consider joining us if you would like to. We could do with more players and we have good fun! 

Next meeting is Tuesday 11th October at 1.45pm for 2 pm start. Madison Heights. 

Lynne Morrison E-mail lejmorrison@gmail.com  

 

Threads and Fabrics Group 

his is the penultimate report which I will write for this group as from the middle of October I will no 

longer be the CoG.  I feel that after leading the group, for the majority of Heybridge U3A’s existence it is 

time someone else should have a go. Anne Thorpe and I started it in the first summer with just two other 

members and I thank them and subsequent members for the expertise and fun they have brought to the 

group.  

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

A pattern in creation Pat Newman 

At our last meeting pattern making seemed to be the thing on our minds.  It proves that it is not always 

necessary to buy an expensive pattern, especially if recreating or altering an existing item. Looked at 

carefully it is amazing what can be done with a tape-measure, pencil and graph paper, also a bit of courage 

to try new things out.  Having a ragbag with lots of oddments of cloth to try things out on is a great help.  

Pat Newman E-mail ian.newman@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Ukulele Group UKE3A 

 Big UkE3A welcome to new ukulele strummer Lesley from Hatfield Peverel, who will be joining us in 

November.   

Meanwhile, practising is in full swing for our next public gig, a pensioners' lunch club date later in October 

for which we are rehearsing a new batch of material.  Maybe sometime someone might like to come and 

entertain this bunch of pensioners!  Here's a tip for all members of U3A ukulele groups throughout Essex 

and beyond: Various musical instrument shops around the county have begun offering generous discounts 

on ukuleles and all associated sundries to U3A members .Now that's pensioner power for you! 

Robin Carpenter. E-Mail robinrcarpenter@yahoo.co.uk  
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Walking Group 

en of us walked and chatted around West Mersea in glorious September sunshine and a warm 

refreshing breeze.  Gazing across the Strood channel towards Peldon was a beautiful sight. The walk 

took us along the sea wall of the Strood and then across fields and passed a Woodland Cemetery before 

arriving back at the car park back via an old street, which included ‘Gossip Cottage’, City Hall, a small 

wooden building, and Stokers Cottage.    Our next walk will be on Thursday 6th October around Boreham. 

Linda Wells. E-mail wellsbarge@gmail.com  

 

Weekenders Group 

Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 15th October at 10.00 am Coffee at Oliver's Nursery 

Saturday 12th November at 10.00 am Coffee at Perrywoods Nursery 

Saturday 10th December at 10.00 am Coffee at Wilkin's Tea Rooms 

Marilyn Corbett: E-mail mars42@btinternet.com  

 

THE ROYAL MILITARY ACADEMY, SANDHURST 

An uneventful journey (for once!) to the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst – I’m sure Ford’s coaches 

cringe every time we request a booking and draw straws to see who will get the driving job! 

The Royal Military Academy, the British Army's initial officer training centre,  is located in the town of 

Camberley, near the village of Sandhurst, Berkshire.  The Academy's stated aim is to be "the national 

centre of excellence for leadership." All British Army officers as well as other men and women from 

overseas, are trained there. The site at Sandhurst was founded in 1947, although its history goes back to 

1720 with the establishment of the first Military Academy at Woolwich. 

After tea and coffee, our guides gave us an interesting talk on the history of the Academy as well as 

describing the grueling selection process, called The Commissioning Course, which lasts 44 weeks and 

must be successfully completed by all British regular army officers before they receive their commission. 

There are three intakes per year – unfortunately, our visit coincided with the ‘between-intake break’, so the 

Academy was very quiet.  

Both Prince William and Prince Harry trained at Sandhurst as well as famous names such as actor David 

Niven, children’s author Michael Morpurgo (War Horse), sportsmen Will Carling and Murray Walker, chef 

Keith Floyd (yes, really!) and astronaut Tim Peake. 

We had a lovely pub lunch at the highly recommended ‘Wellington Arms’ after which we returned to the 

Academy for a coach tour of the extensive grounds. 

Our guides were incredibly knowledgeable about their subject having both trained at Sandhurst and the 

pride they felt in being a part of this world-famous establishment was clear to see.  

 
At Sandhurst  Jan Brown 

T 
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Information and details of events 

 

Further Information and details of events  

Please note that members are asked to pay for outings in full, six weeks before the trip date. If the trip later proves not 

to be viable, the money will be refunded in full.  
 

 
Tuesday 1st November     SHEPHERD NEAME BREWERY, Faversham 
 
Unfortunately, due to low numbers, this trip has been cancelled.  Please see me at the Event’s 
table for refunds. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 17
th

 November WALKING TOUR OF THE JEWISH EAST END 

                                            AND VISIT TO BEVIS MARKS SYNAGOGUE 

 
THIS TOUR IS NOW FULL – I AM HOLDING A WAITING LIST 
 
Cost: £25.00 per person (excluding lunch) 
 
By: monthly meeting, Friday 14

th
 October or by post to the Treasurer, Mrs. J. McGregor, 29 Doubleday Drive, 

Heybridge CM9 4TL 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 18
th

 January HINDU TEMPLE, NEASDEN 

A chance to explore the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir. We will visit the ‘Understanding 

Hinduism’ Exhibition, explore the Mandir, the Haveli, be able to observe the ‘Arti 

Ceremony’ and do a spot of shopping at the Indian supermarket. 

Day includes a special Gujerati Buffet lunch served in the Shayona restaurant, if required 

Cost: t.b.a 
 
 

 
Suggested outings for 2017 
 
The following trips have been suggested for 2017. If you have anywhere you would like to visit that 
may be of interest to other members, please let me know! 
 

� Helmingham Hall, Stowmarket 
 

� Jimmy’s Farm, Ipswich 
 

� East Ruston Old Vicarage, with lunch in Wroxham 
 

� Museum of East Anglian Life 
 

� Sutton Hoo 
 

� Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich 
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Noticeboard 

From the Third Age Trust  

 

A Celebration of 1,000 U3As 

To mark reaching the milestone of 1,000 U3As, a special event is being held on the 22
nd

 November at 

Friends House, London. 

 

Eric Midwinter (founder of the U3A movement) and Baroness Frances d'Souza (Speaker of the 

House of Lords) will be addressing the hall. 

 

Tickets cost just £5, and are available now via Eventbrite. 

 

To book, just visit u3a1000.eventbrite.co.uk. 

 

Thursday 3
rd

 November "Much Ado About Shakespeare" 10.45 at the Piccadilly Theatre, London W1. 

Cost £35 including workshops, sandwich lunch and tea, coffee and water in breaks 

 

Thursday 24
th

 November "The Secret Language in Art", symbols and allegory on National Gallery 

paintings, 11.00 a.m., £18.00 per person (no refreshments). 

 

Wednesday 7
th

 December 2.00 pm and 5.30 pm, and Monday 12
th

 December at 2.00pm, the U3A 

Christmas Concert with the Brandenburg Singers at the Queen's Chapel of the Savoy London WC2R.  

Tickets £19 including programme, mulled wine and mince pies 

 
Essex Prose and Poetry Competition 2017: 

Tell us your story, choosing from these categories – 

'Is Life Better Today', 

'On The River' 

'An Unexpected Visitor'. 

Entry forms from www.ageukessex.org.uk or visit your local library 

Closing Date 28th February 2017 
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ESSEX ASSOCIATION STUDY DAY 

 

TUESDAY 25th OCTOBER 2016, 9.00am to 3.30pm,  
 

THE PLUME SCHOOL, MALDON CM9 6AB 
 

Parking is available at the Plume School, but is limited, so please car share wherever possible.  Contact Linda 
Etherton or see the noticeboard at the main meeting to see who else is attending 

 
PROGRAMME: 

 
9.00 – 9.45:  Arrival, registration and refreshments in the Hall  
 
9.55 – 10.00:   Introduction (in the Hall)  
 
10.05 – 12.05:  Morning Study Session 
 
12.10 – 1.10:    Lunch will be provided for group Leaders 

 
1.15 – 3.15:      Afternoon Study Session 

 

3.30:    Departure 
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Group Name, Co-ordinator & Contact Phone Number & Email 

 

Group Name Co-ordinator (COG) Telephone Number  &  Email 

Art (Painting) Michael Kempen  01621 892974 Michaelrkempen@gmail.com  

Bird Watching Maureen Lenoir 01621 869871 symockturtle@yahoo.co.uk  

Cards and Paper Crafts Lesley Woonton 01621 858135 Lindawoonton@sky.com  

Coffee Morning Margaret Brown 01621 854885  mbandmeg@btinternet.com  

Computer  Colin Mason 07974-343581 colin@mason20.wanadoo.co.uk 

Creative Writing Angela  Pleasance 01621850310 angela.pleasance@hotmail.co.uk  

Croquet Anne Newson 01621 858807 annenewson@uwclub.net  

Family History Liz Cawdell    07902 294741  ecawdell@btinternet.com  

French  Jenny Parker   01621 843581  jennyparker14@hotmail.com  

Gardens Pat Yates 01621 892866 pat.yates@tesco.net  

Italian Janice Slight 01621 853393  janice.slight@tiscali.co.uk  

Local History Carol Greenhalgh 01621 840339  carol.georgesmeed@gmail.com  

Patchwork Anne Thorpe 01621 850828  Anne.thorpe@btinternet.com  

Petanque 
Dian Bayley 

Moira Penhallow 

01621 840660 dianbayley@aol.com  

01621 854387  moirapen@hotmail.co.uk  

Photography Peter Thorpe 01621 850828  thorpe101@btinternet.com  

Reading & Books Ann Lees 01245 225153  annlees@yahoo.com  

Scrabble Linda Etherton 01621 843702  ethertonbikes@aol.com  

Technical Computing Colin Mason 01621 854906  colin@mason20.wanadoo.co.uk  

Ten Pin Bowling Lynne Morrison 01621 891288  lejmorrison@gmail.com  

Threads & Fabrics Pat Newman 01621 891184  ian.newman@tiscali.co.uk  

Ukulele Robin Carpenter 01621 859060 robinrcarpenter@yahoo.co.uk  

Walking Linda Wells 01621 857414 wellsbarge@gmail.com  

Weekenders Marilyn Corbett 01621 817518 mars42@btinternet.com  
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Diary of Meetings and Visits     For details see articles and co-ordinators above 

 

Week 

Commencing 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

3-Oct 3 
Petanque 

14.00 

4 

Threads 
14.00 

 

5 

Ukulele 
Group 14.00 

 
Cards & Paper 

14.30 

6 
Croquet 

10.00 

Photography 
14.00 

Walking 
14.00 

7 
Committee 

meeting 10.00 
 

Painting   14.00 

8 
 

9 

10-Oct 10 
Petanque 

14.00 
Patchwork 

14.00 

11 

Ten Pin 
Bowling    
14.00 

12 

French 
Conversation 

10.00     

13 

Technical 
Computing   

14.00 
 

14 
Monthly 
Meeting 

14.00 
 

 

15 

Weekender 
Olivers 
Nursery 
10.00 

16 

17-Oct 17 

Italian 
conversation 

10.00 
Petanque 

14.00 

18 

Local History 
14.00 

19 

Book Group 
14.15 

 

20 
Croquet 

10.00 

 

21 

Coffee Morning 
11.00 

 

Painting   14.00 

22 23 

24-Oct 24 
Petanque 

14.00 

French 
Improvers 

14.00 

25 

Scrabble 
14.00 

 
Study Day 

09.00 

26 

Creative 
Writing 14.30 

27 

Family History 
10.00 

 

28 
Copy to Editor 

Bird watching 
10.00 

 

Painting   14.00 

29 30 

31-Oct 31 
Petanque 

14.00 
 

1-Nov 

Threads 
14.00 

 

2 

Ukulele 
Group 14.00 

 
Cards & Paper 

14.30 

3 

Photography 
14.00 

4 
Committee 

meeting 10.00 
 

Painting   14.00 

5 6 

7 Nov 7 

Italian 
conversation 

10.00 
 

8 

Ten Pin 
Bowling    
14.00 

9 

French 
Conversation 

10.00     

10 

Technical 
Computing   

14.00 
Walking 

14.00 

11 
Monthly 
Meeting 

14.00 
 

12 

Weekenders 
Perrywoods 

Nursery 
10.00 

13 

14 Nov 14 
Patchwork 

14.00 

15 
Local History 

14.00 

16 

Book Group 
14.15 

 

17 18 

Coffee Morning 
11.00 

 

Painting   14.00 

19 20 

21 Nov 21 

Italian 
conversation 

10.00 
 

22 

Ten Pin 
Bowling    
14.00 

Scrabble 
14.00 

 

23 

Creative 
Writing 14.30 

24 

Family History 
10.00 

 
 

25 
Copy to Editor 

 

Bird watching 
10.00 

Painting   14.00 
 

26 27 

28 Nov 28 

French 
Improvers 

14.00 

29 30 1 Dec  

Photography 
14.00 

2 
Committee 

meeting 10.00 
 

Painting   14.00 

3 4 


